
 

 

Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board 
December 13, 2021 

City of Lomita 
Department of Public Works 
Attn: Ms. Carla Dillon 
24300 Narbonne Avenue 
Lomita, CA 90717 

RESPONSE TO CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING SITE ASSESSMENT AT 
LOMITA SHERIFF’S STATION 
26123 NARBONNE AVENUE, LOMITA 
(CASE NO. R-05421) (GLOBAL ID NO.: T10000013029) 

Dear Ms. Dillon, 

Thank you for your letter dated August 31, 2021, regarding the underground storage tank 
(UST) case associated with 26123 Narbonne Avenue (Site). The California Regional 
Water Quality Control Board, Los Angeles Region (Los Angeles Water Board) UST 
Program is overseeing corrective and cleanup actions of releases related to the Site. The 
Los Angeles Water Board UST Program oversees these corrective and cleanup actions 
pursuant to California Health and Safety Code Section 25296.10. The Los Angeles Water 
Board UST program, along with other Regional Boards, evaluates all UST cases under 
the Low Threat UST Case Closure Policy (LTCP) established by the State Water 
Resources Control Board in 2012. 

Pursuant to Health and Safety Code Section 25296.10, the Los Angeles Water Board has 
required the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department (Department) to take corrective 
actions (i.e., Preliminary Site Assessment, Soil and Water Investigation, Corrective Action 
Plan Implementation, and/or Verification Monitoring) to ensure protection of human 
health, safety, and the environment. Corrective action requirements are set forth in 
California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 23, Chapter 16, Sections 2720 through 2727. 
In June 2019, the Los Angeles Water Board opened a case for the Site to determine if 
the Site is a potential source of the benzene detected in the City of Lomita’s production 
well identified as Lomita Well No. 5. 

Included with your August 31, 2021, letter was an evaluation of the data collected at the 
Site by Advisian for the City of Lomita. Advisian noted that the site assessment activities 
completed at the Site did not advance soil borings into groundwater to allow for 
groundwater samples to be collected. Laboratory results for soil samples collected at the 
Site indicated benzene detections in soil samples collected from borings MW1 and MW3 
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near the UST area and in boring MW5 located between the UST area and Lomita Well 
No. 5. Also, as the borings were not advanced into groundwater, groundwater monitoring 
wells were not installed at the Site to monitor groundwater flow direction and groundwater 
quality. As such, Advisian commented that closure of the case for the Site is premature, 
case closure cannot be supported by existing data that has been collected, and further 
groundwater investigation is required to characterize groundwater conditions beneath the 
Site. 

On October 7, 2021, Los Angeles Water Board staff met with you and Mr. Ryan Smoot 
(City Manager for the City of Lomita) to review the comments in your August 31, 2021, 
letter and discussed the results of the site investigation completed at the Site. 

Below is a summary of the December 2019 site investigation results for the Site. 

• Laboratory results for the December 2019 soil samples collected at the Site 
indicated total petroleum hydrocarbon as gasoline (TPHg) detections in soil 
samples collected between 10 and 40 feet below ground surface (bgs) from soil 
boring MW1 at concentrations between 0.131 and 985 milligrams per kilogram 
(mg/kg), with the maximum concentration detected at 15 feet bgs. TPHg was also 
detected in the soil sample collected at 110 feet bgs from soil boring MW5 at a 
concentration of 0.128 mg/kg. Total petroleum hydrocarbons as diesel (TPHd) was 
detected in two soil samples at concentrations of 121 mg/kg (MW1 at 15 feet bgs) 
and 6.60 mg/kg (MW4 at 5 feet bgs). TPHg and TPHd were not detected in all 
other December 2019 soil samples collected from soil borings MW1 through MW5. 

• Laboratory results for the December 2019 soil samples collected at the Site 
detected benzene in some of the soil samples collected between 15 and 50 feet 
(bgs) from soil borings MW1 through MW5. Benzene concentrations detected 
above the reporting limit ranged from 0.00137 to 0.314 mg/kg. The maximum 
detection of benzene was detected in the soil sample collected at 20 feet bgs from 
soil boring MW1. Benzene was not detected in soil samples collected from soil 
borings MW1 through MW5 between 55 and 155 feet bgs. 

• In addition to benzene, laboratory results detected other volatile organic 
compounds (VOCs) and fuel oxygenate compounds in soil samples collected from 
borings MW1 through MW5. Some of these other VOCs and fuel oxygenate 
compounds include toluene (up to 0.00587 mg/kg), ethylbenzene (up to 4.48 
mg/kg), xylenes (up to 1.31 mg/kg), naphthalene (up to 1.29 mg/kg), di-isopropyl 
ether (DIPE) (up to 0.00289 mg/kg), methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE) (at 0.00252 
mg/kg), and tertiary butyl alcohol (TBA) (up to 0.0509 mg/kg). VOCs and fuel 
oxygenate compounds were not detected above the reporting limits in all soil 
samples collected between 55 and 155 feet bgs from soil borings MW1 through 
MW5. 

Although benzene was detected in soil samples collected at the Site, benzene, along with 
all other VOCs and fuel oxygenate compounds, were not detected in soil samples 
collected below 50 feet bgs in all five soil borings. TPHg was detected in soil boring MW5 
at 110 feet bgs at a concentration of 0.128 mg/kg, which is just above the laboratory 
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method detection limit of 0.1 mg/kg. TPHg was not detected in all other soil samples 
collected from soil boring MW5. Due to the distance away from the UST area and absence 
of other TPHg detections in soil samples from soil boring MW5, the TPHg detection at 
110 feet bgs does not appear to be related to the UST systems used at the Site. Overall, 
the data indicates that the total mass of petroleum hydrocarbons related to the Site are in 
the upper 50 feet of soil near the UST area. The absence of benzene, VOC, and fuel 
oxygenate compound impacts below 50 feet bgs provides an approximate 100-foot zone 
of unimpacted soil, indicating that soil impacts detected in the upper 50 feet of soil at the 
Site did not migrate vertically down towards groundwater. Based on our analysis above, 
Regional Water Board staff consider groundwater investigations and additional site 
investigations at the Site unwarranted at this time. 

The Los Angeles Water Board is continuing to review information and investigate other 
UST cases, petroleum pipelines, and other historical operations in the area to determine 
the potential source of benzene detected in Lomita Well No. 5.  

If you have any questions, please contact Dr. Yue Rong at (213) 576-6710 or by 
email at yue.rong@waterboards.ca.gov, Dr. Weixing Tong at (213) 576-6715 or by 
email at weixing.tong@waterboards.ca.gov, or Mr. James W. Ryan IV at 
(213) 576-6711 or by email at jamesw.ryan@waterboards.ca.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Renee Purdy 
Executive Officer 

cc: Kurtis Lee, State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Drinking Water 
Dmitriy Ginzburg, State Water Resources Control Board, Division of 

Drinking Water 
Tim Smith, Los Angeles County Department of Public Works, 

Environmental Program Division 
Joe Liles, Water Replenishment District of Southern California 
Kelly Chiu, Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, Facilities Planning Bureau 
Jennifer Fang, Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 

Facilities Planning Bureau 
Lester Miyoshi, Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department, 

Facilities Planning Bureau 
Gerald Goodman, Los Angeles County Department of Public Works, 

Geotechnical and Materials Engineering Division 
Greg Sena, Los Angeles County Department of Public Works, 

Geotechnical and Materials Engineering Division 
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